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CIA Reportedly Suspends
Officer for Aiding Contras

By m}hkm. WINES and DOYLE McMANLUS, Times Staff Writers

WASHINGTON=The (lA_hat
suspended a covert operations offl-
cor who used agency helicopters in
Honduras to urr{ supplies to Nig-

when U.S. aid to the
ras was jllegal, intelligence

sources said Thuraday.
suspension is the second
linary action againet a CIA
officer steaming from the Iran-
contre scandal and the first tangi-
ble result of an internal inveastiga-
tion by the egency into secret
tions in Honduras during the
ban on contra aid. The CIA sus-
its station chief :n Costa

c4 last winter.

The CLA helicopters. which op-
erated from a Honduran air base,
secretly delivered explosives and
other supplies to contra forces
during early 1988 and evacuated
wounded contras from the battle-

tield, according to U.S. and contra
sources. It was illegal {or the CIA to

deliver supplies or provide any ﬁ

tactical aid to contra military oper-
ations unti! last October.

According to two Americans
who worked with the contras, the
ClA helicopters slso went inside
Nicaragus on several occasions—
anowher potential violation of the
law. But US. officials said the
officers involved denied that the
helicopters had crossed the border.

Inittally, the CIA flatly denied
that any of e officers were !n-
volved in alding the contras during
the period of the congressional ban,
from October, 1984, until October,
1886. But investigations by both
the CIA's ln:fector general and the
congressional committees (nvesti.
gating the Iran.contra scandal

“We're working our way up the
ladder, nung by rung.” one invesu-
sator

operations in appart
in Honduras—a man who used the

nom de gusrre “Stuart,” according
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private airlift have complained that
Lhey received little help from CIA
officers in Honduras,

s was critical to
us the operation, and
Joe remained involved with us
throughout the aperstion,” retired
Armny Col Robert C. Dutton, a
ds.:cm-d alde, testified on Wednes-

y.

“At other tirnes, we wouid try to
enlim Vince, who was chief of
sation in (Honduras), and he was
not ke sometimes. In Septem-
ber [19086], he was more helpful to
us than he had been before. We got
s lUtle more assistance from them
a8 far agin ence but nothing of
any great *

Investigators are trying to deter-
mine whether more senior officials
i e o 1

um. i -
tion chief in Hondurss, who has
been identified in 3
a8 “Vinece";

testimony .
# Fiers Jr.. chief of the s

“Tenlral America Task Force, and
the agency’s deputy
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One official aaid that the agen-
¢y's internal accounting prooe-
dures would have made it “virtual.
ly " for C1A officers in
Honduras to aid the coatras is any
substantial way without the
knowledge of the station chief. The
agency’s financial controls were
reportadly made especially rigid in
Central America—precisely be-
foars that

it,” the i
station is responsible for all activity
in the country—and that includes
helicopter movements, because
they cost fusl. and fuel costs mon-
"-n
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Jos l‘mundqm“i‘u’tmw chief of
station in Costa Rica who used the
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name Tomas Castillo, for his part in
aiding the secret contrs airlift nmn B
by Naoruh and retired Air Force Maj. ~
Cen Richad V. Secord. Fernandes _
is scheduled Lo testily before the
House and mau oommtl:‘uu in- N
v scandal in closed
seation today.

Fernandes :n uc;:lded t‘:
Washington and suspen wi
pay last winter after admitting N
“unauthorized contacts” with the
private operators of the contras’
mili supply pipeline. An inter-
nal CIA investigation initially
cleul:od !‘:‘mandn of any serious
violation of agency policy but evi-
dence later showed that be had
relayed key dala on weapons alr.
&::w 10 operators of the supply
network, using a computer coding
device supplied by North.

iaiaj approved by senior CIA
officials, ineluding Fiers and
George. But Fernandes later re.
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